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OPINION e
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on the dissertation work for the acquisition of the scientific degree ,,Doctor of Sciences”
professional field 4.6. Informatics and computer sciences
Author of the thesis: Prof. Stefka Stoyanova Fidanova
Thesis title: Ant colony method for decision of combinatorial optimization problems

Member of the scientific jury: Prof. Petia Doycheva Koprinkova-Hristova

I have been appointed as a member of the Scientific Jury in the procedure for the
acquisition of the scientific degree "Doctor of Sciences" by Prof. Stefka Stoyanova Fidanova

by order No. 92/31.03.2023 of the Director of IICT-BAS. As a member of the i Jury, I received
the following documents:

1. Dissertation work
. Abstract in Bulgarian and English
. Information for fulfillment of the minimum requirements of IICT-BAS
. Information for fulfillment of the minimum national requirements

. Lists of the candidate's publications and citations

. Declaration of originality of the results
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5
6. Autobiography according to the European model
7
8. Copies of the applicant's publications

9

Copy of the diploma for the acquired educational and scientific degree "doctor"

The submitted documents comply with the requirements of ZRAS, PPZRAS and the
specific requirements in the regulations of BAS and IICT.

The dissertation consists of 187 pages, 16 figures and 76 tables. It includes an
introduction, six chapters, a conclusion, a statement of contributions, lists of publications and
citations, a statement of originality of results, acknowledgments and a bibliography. A total of
128 literary sources are cited, all in English, including the candidate's publications.

The abstract accurately reflects all the main parts of the dissertation work in a summary.
It is 49 pages in Bulgarian and 46 pages in English.

From the presented information for fulfillment of the minimum requirements of IICT-
BAS (which exceed the national requirements), it is clear that the candidate fulfills all of them,
significantly exceeding the minimum threshold for indicators G (publication activity) and D
(citations).

The candidate has submitted 19 publications on the topic of the dissertation, of which 1
monograph in a reputable international publisher, referenced in Scopus, 1 article with an impact
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